stand-alone HTML-based program that
installs on your Pocket PC and lets you
access detailed information about most
major North American cities. Portable
Guide displays interactive maps, turn-by-
turn directions to desired locations, and acts
as an “Expert Concierge” to help you find
the right restaurants, hotels, convention cen-
ters and other sites of interest.

Open Portable Guide and a welcome
screen pops up, inviting you to select a city
or proceed to the home page of a previously
loaded map. The home page shows you an
interactive color-coded map of the city from
preset heights of five miles, 1.5 miles, or
1000 feet (see Screen 1). The home page

that address. You have to use the “Find an
Address” link to first tell the Portable Guide
where you are. Then you use it again to find
the address you want to go to. Tap on the
“Directions” button and you get turn-by-
turn directions that will take you right to the
desired address. Instructions include street
names or highway numbers and distances
until the next turn (see Screen 2). Unlike a
Global Positioning System, it doesn’t tell
you where you are at every moment, but it’s
the next best thing to GPS. Select “Find a
Place” and Portable Guide prompts you to
enter the name. It then gives you a list of all
the places with that name. For example, in
Washington D.C. enter “Capitol” and you
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Screen 4). Highlight an item in the list and
tap on the “Directions” button and you get
the turn-by-turn directions from your cur-
rent location. When you tap on the
Restaurants link in What’s Nearby, you’re
taken to a list of cuisine types (American,
Austrian, Cajun, Continental, and even
cessessasesassecsnce .
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