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Why do these Episcopal ministers want the Popeõs blessing? 

Because they are now Catholic priests!

Dear [       ],

You may have seen, heard, or read their stories of 

conversion. What you often donõt hear about is the price they 

paid for their decision.

Imagine giving up your home, your income, your job and even 

your identity for your Catholic faith. You have nothing left from 

your past and must begin building a new life.

These men -- who were pastors, ministers, even bishops in 

their former denominations -- came home to the Catholic Church 

with their hands empty and with no promises made for a future 

ministry in Holy Orders.

These men, like Fr. Allan Hawkings and Fr. Christopher 

Phillips, came because of their passion for the faith and their 

conviction that the Church they joined embraces a faith that is 

One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.

Many of these clergymen had years of seniority and a 

promising future of pastoral ministry followed by a secure 

retirement. They gave all of that up, believing that it was more 

important to be Catholic than to be comfortable. 

Across the country, they have become dedicated and active 

parishioners. Some are catechists and others pastoral ministers.

Still others have actually been ordained as Catholic 

priests.
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Thatõs right. They are ordained and able to þll certain 

positions within the Church reserved for the priesthood. This is 

true even for married men, as the Second Vatican Council and Pope 

Paul VI allowed Holy Orders to be conferred on ministers of other 

churches who desired to be reunited with the Catholic Church.

Then, in 1980, Pope John Paul II authorized a new initiative 

called The Pastoral Provision - particularly focusing on clergy 

from the Anglican tradition in the Episcopal Church, USA. 

But thereõs even more to this amazing story. You see, the 

ordination of clergy is only one part of the Pastoral Provision.

Entire Episcopal parishes that enter the Church together can 

now form a special Anglican Use Parish which celebrates a special 

authorized Anglican Usage of the Mass.

In the summer of 1991, Fr. Allan Hawkins and the entire 

parish of St Mary the Virgin, Arlington, Texas, withdrew from the 

Episcopal Church. 

Years of prayerful preparation led to this decision -- but 

the fact that the entire parish community, together with its 

property, set out on this pilgrimage created a situation which 

was, and remains, unique. 

And it was undertaken with all the insecurities of there 

being no guarantee as to what the future would hold. The daily 

life of the community continued, but without access to health 

insurance or pension arrangements. 

Three years passed before the parish community of some 150 

people was received into the Roman Catholic Church, Fr. Hawkins 

was ordained to the Catholic priesthood, and the parish was 

established as a parish of the Anglican Use in the Diocese of 

Fort Worth. 

And thereõs more. 
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A group of converts from the Episcopal Church were received 

into the Catholic faith by The Most Reverend Patrick F. Flores, 

Archbishop of San Antonio, Texas, and at the same service The 

Reverend Christopher Phillips was ordained a priest and appointed 

their pastor. 

Thus began Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic Church -- who 

just celebrated their 25th anniversary as a parish.

In those 25 years Fr. Phillips and a faithful core of 

determined laity built a strong parish, purchased a facility, and 

established a Catholic school with over 500 children.

With so many Episcopal clergy and their congregations 

returning to the Catholic Church it became apparent something 

had to be done to þnancially assist these brave souls in their 

journey home.

So in 2003 a group of concerned Catholics formed the 

Anglican Use Society.

The Anglican Use Society exists to help þnancially support 

former Episcopal clergy and their congregations in their journey 

home to the Catholic Church as well as assist in the formation of 

Anglican Use parishes.

We are poised and ready to help clergy converts and their 

families. We have the experience and background necessary to 

understand and address the burdens these men face. 

But we need your help in two ways to do this!

First, take a moment and þll out your Prayer of Support for 

Clergy Converts. Your prayers of support will help us in our 

efforts to assist clergy converts on their journey home to the 

Catholic Church.

Secondly, please consider making a much needed contribution 

to the Anglican Use Society.
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Your gift of $25, $50, $100, $500 to the Anglican Use 

Society will enable us to help these courageous men and their 

congregations as they establish a new direction within the 

Church.

Without your prayers and þnancial support for the Anglican 

Use Society we will be unable to continue to help prepare men 

to fulþll their God-given calling as deacons and priests in the 

Catholic Church.

Please let us hear from you with your completed Prayer of 

Support for Clergy Converts and your most generous gift.

Sincerely,

Joseph G. Blake CFA, 

President

P.S. Your generous gift to the Anglican Use Society will go 

directly to help support the transition of new clergy converts 

to the Catholic Church. The Anglican Use Society applies 

all donations directly to our support fund, and charges no 

administrative fees whatsoever. Thank you again for your 

generosity.


